Cholelithiasis: a serious complication after total gastrectomy.
To establish the incidence of cholelithiasis after total gastrectomy, patients operated on between 1979 and 1985 were reviewed. The study group consisted of 30 patients, all free of gallstones at the time of their gastrectomy. The median age of the patients was 56 years, the average follow-up 40 months. Cholelithiasis developed in 47 per cent of patients (14/30) and always within 2 years of total gastrectomy. The incidence of cholelithiasis was not related significantly to the sex or age of the patients. Morbidity from cholelithiasis was not negligible. Three of the fourteen patients presenting with gallstones required medical treatment in hospital and later came to cholecystectomy because of specific biliary symptoms. Cholelithiasis appears to be a significant complication after total gastrectomy. It may be related to the vagotomy which is performed at the time of gastrectomy.